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Asplenium indicum Sledge (Aspleniaceae), a fern, is a member of the group of advanced cryptograms. 
Some of the Asplenium species are known to possess medicinal and bioactive properties (1, 2). In continua- 
tion of our earlier work (3), we report here the components for A .  indicum, obtained from M / s .  Mukherjee 
and Co., Darjeeling, West Bengal, India. The Me,CO and C,H6 extract of the whole plant A .  indicum was 
found to contain octatriacontane, stearic acid, vitamin K,, phthiocol, p-sitosterol, and P-sitosterol-P-D- 
glucoside. This is the second report of the occurrence ofvitamin K, in the genus Asplenium. The identity of 
these compounds was established on the basis of their chemical and spectral data and by direct comparison 
with the respective authentic samples. The detailed procedure of isolation and identification is available 
from the senior author on request. 
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We examined the glycosidic composition of the plants listed in Table 1 (1-6). These plants are typical 
of the indigenous flora of Italy and are widespread in different habitats. The charcoal method (7) was em- 
ployed for the isolation of the glycosidic fraction, which was successively analyzed by the usual chromatog- 
raphic procedures (Si gel and cellulose columns, hplc on reversed phase). 
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”Identified by comparison with authentic samples from the Herbarium of the Dipartimento di 
Biologia Vegetale, University of Rome. 


